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Session 1: Understanding Dyslexia & Universal Screening 
(July 28, 2020; 10:00-11:30 a.m.)

Session 2: Early Intervention and Instructional Approaches in Reading: 
Tiers 2 & 3
(August 6, 2020; 2:00-3:30 p.m.)

Session 3: Schools and Families Partnering for Children’s Literacy Success
(August 13, 2020; 2:00-3:30 p.m.)
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Welcome & Introductions
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Ohio Department of Education 
≫Office of Approaches to Teaching and Professional Learning
≫Office for Exceptional Children
≫Office of Early Learning and School Readiness

Region 8 Comprehensive Center
≫Karen Sanders, Ohio Coordinator
≫Chris Rauscher, Technical Assistance Specialist
≫Sarah Sayko, Technical Assistance Specialist



Featured Presenter
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Sarah Sayko, Ed.D., is a technical assistance specialist with 
the Region 8 Comprehensive Center. Dr. Sayko is also the 
deputy director of the National Center on Improving 
Literacy and leads the Parent and Family strand of work. 
She is a senior research associate at RMC Research 
Corporation in Arlington, VA.
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The Ohio Context
Melissa Weber-Mayrer
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The Ohio Context
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≫Proposed legislation addressing universal early screening for dyslexia
≫Model Demonstration Project for Early Identification of Students with 

Dyslexia in Elementary Schools

≫Connections to current roles and work within the agency
≫Guiding questions
≫Suggested readings
≫Our Dyslexic Children (44-minute documentary)



Ohio’s Plan to Raise Student Literacy Achievement
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Part A

Understanding 
Dyslexia
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Reading Development
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Types of Reading and Writing Difficulties
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What is dyslexia?
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Ohio law defines dyslexia as…
“a specific learning disorder that is neurological in 
origin and that is characterized by unexpected 
difficulties with accurate or fluent word recognition 
and by poor spelling and decoding abilities not 
consistent with the person’s intelligence, motivation, 
and sensory capabilities, which difficulties typically 
result from a deficit in the phonological component of 
language” 
(Ohio Revised Code 3323.25)



What causes dyslexia?
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Neuroimaging research suggests that 
individuals with dyslexia – compared to 
individuals without – may have 
fundamental differences in brain regions 
linked with reading and language. These 
differences are primarily, although not 
completely, noted in the left hemisphere 
of the brain.



What do we know about what’s different in the brain 
of a person with dyslexia?

16



What do we know about what’s different in the brain 
of a person with dyslexia?
There are differences in the brains of people with dyslexia that we can measure 
with _____________. And it’s believed that many of those differences already 
are _______________. And other differences may be there because of them not 
having the same kind of _________________ as a person who doesn’t 
have dyslexia. And we measure these differences primarily with 
_______________________. The finding that most people agree on is that there 
is differences in the anatomy, primarily in the _______________in regions that 
are known to serve language and written language. 

17

brain imaging
present at birth

reading experiences

magnetic resonance imaging
left hemisphere

https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/dyslexia


What are the effects of dyslexia?

18

≫Difficulties with phonological 
processing

≫Difficulties with blending 
sounds together to form words



Understanding Dyslexia: Myth vs. Fact
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≫All students with dyslexia 
demonstrate the same 
problems with reading.

≫Dyslexia is a reading disorder 
that is based in vision 
problems, which causes people 
to read backward or mix up b
and d.

≫People with dyslexia cannot 
learn to read.

≫Dyslexia exists on a continuum.
≫Dyslexia is a brain-based disorder 

associated with impairments in 
the brain regions associated with 
manipulation of sounds, not 
vision.

≫Reading may require significantly 
more effort and academic support 
for someone with dyslexia, but 
these students can learn to read!



Understanding Dyslexia: Myth vs. Fact
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≫Intelligent people cannot have 
dyslexia.

≫All students with dyslexia will 
perform poorly on tests of 
phonological processing.

≫We can predict who will 
respond to instruction.

≫There is a silver bullet to 
remediate dyslexia.

≫Dyslexia impacts individuals with a range of 
cognitive skills, and with average to above 
average intelligence. 

≫While many students with or at risk for 
dyslexia get low scores on phonological 
processing tests, approximately 25-30% of 
these students will do fine on these 
measures. 

≫Research is still ongoing regarding which 
specific intervention is best for students 
with or at risk for dyslexia.

≫Providing students with dyslexia with 
evidence-based reading instruction and the 
necessary supports to succeed involves 
many individuals within a school system. 



Check for Understanding
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Part B

Universal Screening 
in Reading
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What can we learn from screening kids early?
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What can we learn from screening kids early?

So _______ a child is a far more serious issue than _______________ a child. 
Our instrument is geared towards ________________________________ and 
very accurately the false positive rate goes down over time quite a bit, so that 
the instrument is quite accurate by the ________________.

24

missing falsely identifying
identifying children who are not at risk

middle of first grade



Assisting Students Struggling with Reading: Response to 
Intervention and Multi-Tier Intervention in the Primary 
Grades
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Recommendation 
1. Screen all 
students for 
potential reading 
problems at the 
beginning of the 
year and again in 
the middle of the 
year. Regularly 
monitor the 
progress of 
students who are 
at elevated risk 
for developing 
reading 
disabilities.

Create a building-level team to facilitate the 
implementation of universal screening and progress 
monitoring.

Select a set of efficient screening measures that 
identify children at risk for poor reading outcomes 
with reasonable degrees of accuracy.

Use benchmarks or growth rates (or a combination 
of the two) to identify children at low, moderate, or 
high risk for developing reading difficulties.

Gersten, R., Compton, D., Connor, C.M., Dimino, J., Santoro, L., Linan-Thompson, S., and Tilly, W.D. (2008). 
Assisting students struggling with reading: Response to Intervention and multi-tier intervention for reading in the primary grades. 
A practice guide. (NCEE 2009-4045). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of 
Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/publications/practiceguides/



Best Practices in Universal Screening
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When establishing a screening protocol consider…
≫The scope of the assessment, 

the reliability and validity of scores, and the 
classification accuracy

≫When and how the screening assessment(s) will 
be administered

≫Who will be responsible for entering data into a 
database and printing reports

≫Holding primary grade level team meetings and 
upper grade cross-discipline team meetings

≫How parents/families will be engaged in the 
decision-making and kept updated on their 
child’s reading performance

https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/reliability
https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/validity
https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/accuracy


Behavioral Considerations in Universal 
Screening

27

Screening assessments are...
≫Easy to administer
≫Reliable and valid
≫Timely and informative

https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/screening


Recommendation #1: Screen all children at beginning and middle of the year and 
monitor progress of those with elevated risk

28Gersten, R., Compton, D., Connor, C.M., Dimino, J., Santoro, L., Linan-Thompson, S., and Tilly, W.D. (2008). 
Assisting students struggling with reading: Response to Intervention and multi-tier intervention for reading in the primary grades. 
A practice guide. (NCEE 2009-4045). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of 
Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/publications/practiceguides/



How do we select an effective screening tool?
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How do we select an effective screening tool?

There are important factors to consider when selecting the right screener to identify 
children in your school classroom or district. First of all, you want to make sure that it 
assesses _______________ that we know are important for learning to read. Secondly, 
you want to make sure that the screener is _____________, that there's some research 
behind it, that it's not just someone who put some words together and said, “This is a 
great screener because it has worked last year in my classroom.” And what are the 
characteristics of the _____________? You also want to make sure that the overall 
______ that it takes for you to screen the children works in your classroom. You want to 
look at sensitivity and specificity of a screener. So _________ is correctly identifying 
those who will develop a disability, and ___________ is correctly identifying those who 
will not develop a reading disability. So, you can also call it the ___________ and 
_____________.

30

all important skills
evidence-based

norming group
time

sensitivity
specificity

false positives
false negatives



Reflect

How does new learning on evidence-based universal 
screening practices relate to your previous knowledge and 
practice? 

What is an action you have taken/will take to support 
implementation of evidence-based practices in universal 
screening?

31



Resources for 
Implementation
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Understanding Dyslexia
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Universal Screening in Reading
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NCIL’s Understanding Screening series:
Overall Screening and Assessment
Bias
Classification Accuracy
Reliability
 Sample Representativeness
Validity

Petscher, Y., Fien, H., Stanley, C., Gearin, B., Gaab, N., Fletcher, J.M., & Johnson, E. (2019).
Screening for Dyslexia. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary
and Secondary Education, Office of Special Education Programs, National Center on
Improving Literacy. Retrieved from improvingliteracy.org.



Thank You!
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The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the Department of 
Education. However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of 
Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal government.
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